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    Abstract

Non-cardiac chest pain is common,1 affecting around 25% of the population during their lifetime and accounting for about 2–5% of presentations to hospital accident and emergency departments.2 Around 10% of patients presenting with such pain, and up to 13% of those presenting with functional dysphagia, have diffuse oesophageal spasm (DOS), an oesophageal motility disorder.3,4 DOS is often recognised and treated only after patients have attended hospital emergency departments and specialist clinics for years, because of the non-specific nature of their symptoms and difficulty in diagnosis (features common to motility disorders).5 Here we discuss the diagnosis and further management of patients with DOS.
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