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    	medication adherence
	drug-related side effects and adverse reactions

Publication of the First Do No Harm report from the Independent Medicines and Medical Devices Safety Review has highlighted the significant impact that adverse effects of medicines and medical devices has on those who have been harmed.1 The report, commissioned by the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, focuses on the harms associated with hormone pregnancy tests, sodium valproate and pelvic mesh implants. One of the report’s themes explores the regulation of medicines and devices and the need for reform, recognising that the current regulatory systems for pharmaceutical products and medical devices have gaps and inefficiencies. The report stresses the importance of implementing some high-level changes in the regulation of medicines to strengthen patient safety, and recommends taking patients’ views into account during the decision-making process.1 With the UK’s involvement in the European Medicines Agency due to … 
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