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In conjunction with BMJ Case Reports, DTB will feature occasional drug-related cases that are likely to be of interest to readers. These will include cases that involve recently marketed drugs for which there is limited knowledge of adverse effects and cases that highlight unusual reactions to drugs that have been marketed for several years.

Summary
A young man was using dihydrocodeine analgesia for ear pain having had suppurative otitis media. He attended the emergency department with restlessness and twitching movements in his arms and legs. He had fever with otherwise normal vital signs. He had no signs of cerebellar pathology. Investigations were normal. The working diagnosis was of hyperkinetic reaction to dihydrocodeine. Symptoms resolved within 48 hours of withdrawing the drug. Serotonin toxicity is a rare side effect of dihydrocodeine. There is a theoretical basis for increased side effects when taken with cannabidiol-based substances.

Background
Dihydrocodeine is a common prescription in emergency and primary care settings for acute and chronic pain.1 2 Side effects are well recognised, commonly including nausea, constipation, dizziness, sedation and respiratory depression, and less commonly dependence, hyperalgesia and hormonal dysfunction.3 Opiate-induced myoclonus has been rarely reported.4 5




  




Cannabidiol (CBD) based substances are increasingly used medicinally. Indications with and without evidence for efficacy include pain, nausea, seizures and spasticity. The significance of … 
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