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Over recent months, the attention of clinicians, researchers and the public has been almost fully captured by the COVID-19 pandemic and the hope of a national vaccination programme. It has often felt like a struggle as science grapples with uncertainty and a lack of information. Away from the spotlight, however, normal practice and research continue and the results from two studies highlight the contribution that vaccination programmes make to public health.
The human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination programme has been in place in the UK since 2008 and is offered to girls aged 12–13 years, and from 2019 the programme was extended to include boys. By December 2019, 124 countries had similar programmes and evidence has been accumulating of a powerful effect on the incidence of genital warts and … 
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